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MISSION STATEMENT

The Italian Heritage Center is committed and dedicated to:
The preservation and promotion of our Italian heritage, culture and history.
Maintaining a vital repository of and being an important resource for information about Italy and
the Italian experience in America.
Social, charitable, benevolent, and educational endeavors.
Teaching the Italian language and the history of Italy and Italian immigration to Maine and offering
instruction on the significant contributions Italians have made to the Arts, Sciences and
Humanities.
Fostering the sharing & handing down of customs, traditions & cuisine from generation to
generation.

Instagram

https://www.facebook.com/groups/211802432176572/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/211802432176572
http://italianheritagecenter/
https://italianheritagecenter.com/
https://www.instagram.com/italianheritagecenter?igsh=MXFzaTM3NzM5dGY2bA%3D%3D&utm_source=qr


INTERIM PRESIDENT
Bill Lucatuorto     303-887-9164

DATE:     Thursday, February 19
TIME:       5:30 dinner/6:30 mtg
PLACE:   Columbus Rm
COST:      $15 dinner

If you are coming for dinner at 5:30 pm, you must
RSVP by MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16 . Please call Bill at 303-887-9164

You must have your MEMBERSHIP CARD to attend the general meeting.
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Well, we’ve started the year with a lot of cold weather. However, we are getting closer to
Spring! We welcomed some new members in January, so please introduce yourself to
them and include them in our events. It’s been a quiet month for business as it is every
January. We will now be calling former customers to see if they’ll rebook with us for 2026.
In addition, we are strategizing on how to draw new customers in. If you have suggestions,
don’t be afraid to tell us.

At the January General Meeting, nominations were taken from the floor for the Vice
President’s open position. We had received no nomination calls by phone nor any by mail.
Ed Angelo was nominated from the floor at the meeting and accepted the nomination.
The Board Secretary cast one vote and Ed was elected. Congratulations Ed!!

Moving forward, please attend some events we offer and enjoy YOUR Center. We offer a
variety of things to participate in, so come and participate, see friends, laugh, and have a
great time. As always, I enjoy all of you and all that you do for the organization. You can
always reach out to me if you feel the need.

Bill Lucatuorto
Interim President

IHC POSITIONS



                          

Hello Members!

As we step into February, our focus is shifting toward continuing to build on our
marketing efforts, strengthening vendor partnerships, and preparing for a busy spring
season ahead. There are so many exciting updates and initiatives in the works, and we
can’t wait to share them with you.

If you’re not already following us on Facebook or Instagram, we encourage you to do so
to stay up to date with all of the fun changes, behind-the-scenes moments, and
upcoming marketing campaigns. We’re looking forward to an energetic and productive
season filled with beautiful events and new opportunities.
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A Note from the Manager, Victoria Bailey

ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR
Tracy Rinaldi     207-671-1238

Hello my friends!
Thank you to everyone who contributed to making New Year's Eve a great success, with
special thanks to Barbie and Carlene for organizing the event, and the Reali families for
their help with displaying flyers in their stores. Kicking off 2026 with a proposal on the
dance floor was truly incredible!

It is hard to believe February is already here. It wouldn’t be February without the Super
Bowl! We open the month with a Pre-Super Bowl party on February 7. Will you be the
one to predict the winner and take home a prize?

Our next event is a Valentine’s Dinner Dance, offering an enjoyable evening for both
couples and singles. Attendees can look forward to a delicious meal and a lively
performance by the dynamic duo, Annelyse & Michael. A tremendous thank you to my
team and to Melissa and Betsy for their organizing and advertising efforts. You never
cease to amaze me! To get member pricing for the Valentine’s Dinner Dance, please
purchase your tickets in person in the Cantina on Wednesday evenings, or send a check.
All payments and ticket sales must be completed by Wednesday, February 11. You can
also make special arrangements with me to purchase tickets if you are unable to come in
on Wednesday evenings.

Be sure to join us on February 28 as we celebrate February birthdays.
Tracy
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RECURRING EVENTS

DATE:           Tuesday & Thursday
TIME:             9 - 11 am 
LOCATION:  La Cantina

DATE:    Wednesday
TIME:      5 pm bar opens/ 6 pm game 
PLACE:  La Cantina

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE MEETING Got an idea for a
new/interesting activity?

Contact Tracy Rinaldi 
207-671-1238

DATE:           First MONDAY of month
TIME:             5:30 pm 
LOCATION:  La Cantina

DATE:          Wednesday
TIME:             9:30 am 
LOCATION:  La Cantina

Want to watch the FEBRUARY 2026 SLIDESHOW OF
EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES?

1.Open the camera app on your phone (or other device)
2.Point it at the QR code (as if you’re taking its picture)
3.When some words appear on your screen, tap on that
4.The first slide will appear (like the one pictured here)
5.Slideshow starts automatically & slides auto change every 10 seconds

The slides replay when finished or you can close it

SCAN & wait 10 seconds for each slide to change!
Or click this link to watch

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vTRc8DJZ90bL1xg1F-FHEdjEEw7GE1t8a4GDBjFmZcioctsrPHvgjqD7U_01dz2ZH-I9orSiLYOUVcv/pub?start=true&loop=true&delayms=10000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vTRc8DJZ90bL1xg1F-FHEdjEEw7GE1t8a4GDBjFmZcioctsrPHvgjqD7U_01dz2ZH-I9orSiLYOUVcv/pub?start=true&loop=true&delayms=10000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vTRc8DJZ90bL1xg1F-FHEdjEEw7GE1t8a4GDBjFmZcioctsrPHvgjqD7U_01dz2ZH-I9orSiLYOUVcv/pub?start=true&loop=true&delayms=10000
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2026

MEMBERS  $40                                            NON MEMBERS  $45
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MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
Bob Lax    207-671-8470        robertlax@aol.com

Do you KNOW SOMEONE that might want to become a
REGULAR member •  ASSOCIATE member •  REACTIVATED member

download a MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION here

OR grab a copy in the Lobby at the IHC

Welcome to all our new members (regular and associate). We hope to see you at upcoming events.
Don’t forget to reach out if you’d like to join a committee (or two) or volunteer your help. Reach out to
any of those listed here.

CULTURAL COMMITTEE

Our next Murder Mystery Dinner prepared by
our own “Nonnas” is coming up soon. Dig out
your cowboy boots & join us for this cool Western
theme.

Saturday, March 7

Tickets on Sale NOW!    $75

We are sad to announce the passing of Professor Fiorello Ventresco (94) of
USM, who taught many history lessons for the IHC. You can read the
obituary here:
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/portland-me/fiorello-
ventresco-12709462

Visit the IHC website to BUY TICKETS https://italianheritagecenter.com/event-tickets/
Want to pay with cash or check? Download a MANUAL PAYMENT FORM

SCAN forTickets
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https://italianheritagecenter.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Membership-Application-IHC-8_1_2025.pdf
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/portland-me/fiorello-ventresco-12709462
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/portland-me/fiorello-ventresco-12709462
https://italianheritagecenter.com/event-tickets/
https://rb.gy/ve64v2


DATE:     TUESDAYS
TIME:       6 pm
PLACE:   Columbus Rm
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Emily Loder, Bocce Commissioner • 570-780-2538
emilymloder@gmail.com

If you have questions, contact Emily

STANDINGS AS OF JANUARY 13, 2026

The last day of playing Bocce is March 10th. The banquet will be held on March 17th at
the IHC. Menu and pricing is TBD. Stay tuned for more details.

Write directly to Daniela at daniela.regorda@gmail.com for one-on-one
symbiotic session with a native Italian to teach her some English and
learn Italian from her.

mailto:emilymloder@gmail.com


Page 9 of 14

(nonna said it best)

"Chi non si lascia consigliare, non
si può aiutare."

ANSWER: see page 12

Which Region of Italy has a FREE
wine fountain?

A.  Abruzzo
B.  Toscana
C.  Friuli-Venezia Giulia
D.  Piemonte

Those who do not seek advice
cannot be helped.

The Monument Committee is pleased to
announce they reached their first target by
the deadline of 12/31/2025. Over $118,000
has been raised. Now, we’re ready to make
the final push for donations needed to
bring it to completion. While this is an
effort to honor all the Italian ancestors who
came to Portland and built beautiful lives
and legacies for their families, the
Committee wishes to especially thank the
members of the IHC who have contributed
to this Monument. By spreading the word,
you can help this project be something
everyone knows about.

THE MONUMENT COMMITTEE



SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
Judy Ann Ferrante, Chair    207-671-9412
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FUNDRAISER will be the last weekend of September (26th or 27th). Next month, March, we will
give out a “Save the Date”. More info coming very soon!
THE BLUES BROTHERS: NEXT GENERATION SHOW will be here at the IHC!

DONORS
In addition to the IHC Scholarship, we have individuals and families who honor a family member
and choose to help a student with his/her education. Currently, the Germani Family is a
Scholarship Donor. Please contact Judy Ann Ferrante by March 31 if you’re planning to be a Donor
this year.

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS
Italian Heritage Center Scholarship Applications are available on the IHC website. In addition to
students entering colleges and universities, we are encouraging students entering certified trade
schools to apply.

You can access the IHC Application by going to the Italian Heritage Center Website on your
browser. Click the Membership Menu, a drop down menu will appear, then click Scholarship. Or
you can use this link and it will open the Scholarship page:
https://italianheritagecenter.com/scholarships/

Scroll down on the Scholarship page and find links to the applications.
Click on a link and the application will open.
Download that file. Print it out & complete all parts.
Review your packet for inclusion and completion of all required components. 

Plan to mail or personally deliver your application by Monday, 5:00 pm, June 1, 2026.

ST. JOSEPH'S ALTAR/ITALIAN FATHER'S DAY CELEBRATION

The actual day celebrated in Italy is Thursday,
March 19th. That is also the day of our Members'
General Meeting. We are also going to have the
table set with desserts and photos the night
before for Show Me The Money on Wednesday,
March 18th. 

All proceeds from the bake sale will go to the St. Vincent de Paul Society. Last year we
raised over $600 for the Preble Street Soup Kitchen. Thank you for your support by
purchasing dessert items and for sharing photos of those you wish to honor on the St.
Joseph's altar. There will be a black tote set up in the Cantina for your photos. Please mark
your items so we can be sure you get them back after the event. If you have photo stands,
please help us by providing those for easier display.

March 18 & 19, 2026

https://italianheritagecenter.com/scholarships/


CHARITY COMMITTEE
Katie Guzman, Chair     207-400-4794
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VOLUNTEER
RECOGNITION

Marianne Reali
50/50 WINNER
Tom DiBiase

QUORUM WINNER
Vicki Spaltro

REMEMBER: Snacks are for sale in the Cantina!

NEW MEMBERS

Stacy Mariano, Bill Lucatuorto
(Interim President), Bob Mariano

Thanks for your support!

HEALTH & WELFARE
Carlene Aceto, 207-405-7156         otecac@gmail.com

Pleases be in touch if you know of anyone I should send a card to. Those cards
might be Get Well • Thinking of You • Sympathy • Mass cards, etc. 
Thank you - Carlene
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IHC MONTHLY MEMBER CALENDAR can be viewed by clicking on this link. You
may then view separate months by clicking on the tab for a specific month.

 page 9 =   A. AbruzzoANSWER to Trivia Question on

One of the most unique fun facts about Italy is that in the region of Abruzzo, there’s a free wine
fountain where visitors can help themselves to local red wine. This unique attraction, known as
the “Fontana del Vino,” is located along the famous Cammino di San Tommaso pilgrimage route.

Hey!
What are you doing on Wednesday afternoon?

Library committee members will be there to help you
find the perfect book to curl up with in a snowstorm.
Access is also available at other times by contacting
the Business Manager.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19P3bmJw3CTkcK0vYwwEaJbzaD0jjW9MHzjJLp5kqJnk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19P3bmJw3CTkcK0vYwwEaJbzaD0jjW9MHzjJLp5kqJnk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19P3bmJw3CTkcK0vYwwEaJbzaD0jjW9MHzjJLp5kqJnk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19P3bmJw3CTkcK0vYwwEaJbzaD0jjW9MHzjJLp5kqJnk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19P3bmJw3CTkcK0vYwwEaJbzaD0jjW9MHzjJLp5kqJnk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19P3bmJw3CTkcK0vYwwEaJbzaD0jjW9MHzjJLp5kqJnk/edit?usp=sharing


ANNOUNCEMENTS/REMINDERS

MEMBER PAGE - ihc wEBSITE
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Want your business listed in the newsletter & on the IHC
website as a sponsor of the Italian Heritage Center?

SPONSORS
Do you have friends, relatives, colleagues who may know of a
company that would like to support the IHC? Just send in
payment ($100/yr) along with the name, tel#, website, and
contact person to Betsy Nilsen, Italian Heritage Center, 40
Westland Ave, Portland, ME 04102.

PLEASE NOTE:  If you want your name (or a family member’s name) to appear here, please
send in $10 per name. You can contact Bob Lax, robertlax@aol.com. Please make the check
out to Italian Heritage Center and clearly print the name of the person in the "For/Memo"
section

SEND YOUR PHOTOS

SHARE those great photos you took at a recent event. Email  high quality images to Connie
DiBiase at  cdibiaseihc@gmail.com 

If you are not getting your emails from us, check your junk/spam folder.
Please remember to put your membership number on all your correspondence.
Due to the State of Maine Rule & Regulations for private clubs, the Cantina Door MUST always
be locked.
All guests MUST be signed in by a member and leave when the member leaves.
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TWO BIG EVENTS HAPPENING SOON
You can buy tickets online through the Italian Heritage Center website! Just open the
Events Menu and select Event Tickets.  https://italianheritagecenter.com/event-tickets/
However, if you would prefer buying your ticket with cash or check, then you can use
the forms below to do that. Just make a copy, fill it out, mail it in or drop it off.

https://italianheritagecenter.com/event-tickets/

