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MEMBER NEWSLETTER

MISSION STATEMENT
The Center is committed and dedicated to

1.preserving and promoting our Italian heritage, culture and history
2.maintaining a vital repository of and being an important resource for information about Italy and

the Italian experience in America
3.undertaking social, charitable, benevolent, and educational endeavors
4.teaching the Italian language and the history of Italy and Italian immigration to Maine and offering

instruction on the significant contributions Italians have made to the Arts, Sciences and
Humanities

5.fostering the sharing and handing down of customs, traditions and cuisine from generation to
generation.

Instagram

https://www.facebook.com/groups/211802432176572/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/211802432176572
http://italianheritagecenter/
https://italianheritagecenter.com/
https://www.instagram.com/italianheritagecenter?igsh=MXFzaTM3NzM5dGY2bA%3D%3D&utm_source=qr


PRESIDENT
Bill Lucatuorto     303-887-9164

DATE:     Thursday, June 18
TIME:       5:30 dinner/6:30 mtg
PLACE:   Columbus Rm
COST:      $15 dinner

If you are coming for dinner at 5:30 pm, you must
RSVP by MONDAY, JUNE 15 . Please call Bill at 303-887-9164

You must have your
MEMBERSHIP CARD
to attend the general

meeting.
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Well, it’s June. Time goes by so fast. Hopefully the weather will settle down so we can enjoy a
wonderful summer and spend a lot of time outdoors. Camping, fishing, hiking … there’s so much to
do. Make it a family summer!

First and foremost, I want to thank all the members that have cooked for our events to get us
through this time. These folks are amazing! I want to thank Krista for jumping in and running the
office and helping our clients. She has been making sure that their events go well, answering the
phone and has booked a few new events. Carlene Aceto is now helping Krista and is adding to our
coverage of the office. We are setting up interviews for a new manager and hope we land one soon.
It’s always a struggle to find the right person. But we’ll get it done.

As everyone is well aware, prices on literally everything have gone up. This includes the cost of
doing business. Electricity, phones, gas, etc. The Board of Directors voted to increase yearly dues by
$10 for members and $15 for couples. This will be reflected in the annual invoices coming out soon. 

Lastly, thank you to all members who support the Center by attending the many activities we have.
Cooking demos, movie nights, bocce, Happy Hours, Show Me The Money, Tombola and all the
various activities on Saturday nights. And of course, thank you to all the different people who help
put these events on. It’s great seeing so many of you and it would be great to see some faces that
haven’t been coming for awhile.

As always, be respectful of others opinions, be kind, be happy, and most of all please remember
that ultimately, we are all trying to pull the rope in one direction. This Center is YOURS and the
Board is here to just lead it. It takes a Village and let’s not lose sight of that. Thanks to all for
allowing me to play a role in the Center moving forward. Any questions? Always feel free to reach
out to me. wild.billlucy@gmail.com or 303-887-9164.

Bill Lucatuorto, President

IHC POSITIONS
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ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR
Tracy Rinaldi     207-671-1238

Let’s recap May. We kicked off the month in style with the Kentucky Derby! A huge
congratulations to Wayne St. Peters, Chet Stankiewicz, and Steve St. Hilare for pulling the winning
horse - Golden Tempo! The hat contest brought even more flair and fun, with LuLu St. Hilare and
Bob Lax taking top honors!

A heartfelt shout-out to Nancy Polito, Jim and Lucretia Romano, Judy Kendrick, Stella Main,
Concetta Dalfonso, and Connie and Tom Dibiase for sharing their amazing culinary talents. The
compliments were still pouring in long after the event ended!

Our bonus Show Me The Money on May 9   brought in new faces - adding to the fun. Thank you to
Jillian Trapini-Huff and Barbara Mulkern for seamlessly stepping into the roles of caller and
collector. Crowd favorite Annelyse and Michael returned on May 23   and delivered another superb
evening of music and dancing.

th

rd

A look ahead. June 6  features a bonus Show Me the Money—join us for an evening of fun and
games! On June 13 , we will celebrate June birthdays. June 27  Melissa & Bill return for a Beach
Party with The Vista Cruisers surf band.

th

th th

Upcoming Dates to Remember:
August 15 -  IHC night at the Portland Sea Dogs - 6pm game with fireworks. Group rate is $12 (reg
$17). Once available the link will be provided for ticket purchases. Save August 22  for a Hawaiian
Luau featuring the highly popular “UNDER THE COVERS” band. Save October 24 for a Halloween
Bash with music by TRIFECTA!

Tracy

Want to watch the JUNE 2026 SLIDESHOW
OF EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES?

The slides replay when
finished or you can close it

1.Open the camera app on your phone (or other device)
2.Point it at the QR code (as if you’re taking its picture)
3.When some words appear on your screen, tap on that
4.The first slide will appear (like the one pictured here)
5.Slideshow starts automatically & slides auto change every 10 seconds

Or click this link to watch

SCAN & wait 10 seconds for each slide to change!

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRnRpjII2WK2J-Aa50N0V8q4ft6PgaBNsGlwLQug-aZ4UXys-gC8YnBIe84ERW1EeLMwWSJ-eLbNZnc/pub?start=true&loop=true&delayms=10000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRnRpjII2WK2J-Aa50N0V8q4ft6PgaBNsGlwLQug-aZ4UXys-gC8YnBIe84ERW1EeLMwWSJ-eLbNZnc/pub?start=true&loop=true&delayms=10000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRnRpjII2WK2J-Aa50N0V8q4ft6PgaBNsGlwLQug-aZ4UXys-gC8YnBIe84ERW1EeLMwWSJ-eLbNZnc/pub?start=true&loop=true&delayms=10000
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RECURRING EVENTS

DATE:           Tuesday & Thursday
TIME:             9 - 11 am 
LOCATION:  La Cantina

DATE:    Wednesday
TIME:      5 pm bar opens/ 6 pm game 
PLACE:  La Cantina

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE MEETING
DATE:           First MONDAY of month
TIME:             5:30 pm 
LOCATION:  La Cantina

Contact Tracy Rinaldi  - 207-671-1238

until
SEPTEMBER

NO SCAT
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The
Camaraderie
Continues!

See all photos here

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1A-uTz15b-bHcOTv-CrSfcuEwUax-MhI1?usp=sharing


MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
Bob Lax    207-671-8470        robertlax@aol.com

CULTURAL COMMITTEE
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Do you know someone who might want to become a
REGULAR member •  ASSOCIATE member •  REACTIVATED member?

Effective April 1, 2026, any member requesting a new card (lost or misplaced) will be charged a
$10.00 processing fee. If your card does not work, please drop it off at the Center, and we will
replace it at no charge.

download a MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION here OR grab a copy in the Lobby at the IHC

Dear Members, 
It has been over 30 years since we had an increase in our dues. Thank you for being such an
important part of The Italian Heritage Center. Your involvement fuels our mission and allows us to
create meaningful opportunities for our membership.

Beginning July 1, 2026, our annual membership dues will increase from $75.00 to $85.00 for
Individuals, $125.00 to $140.00 for married couples/partners. This change will help us meet rising
costs while continuing to deliver — and enhance — the programs, events, and resources you value
most.
We are excited about the year ahead and grateful to have you with us on this journey.

With appreciation,
Robert Lax
Membership Secretary

Membership Dues Update for a Stronger Tomorrow

(nonna said it best)
"Pazienza!" (Patience!)”

Meaning: A reminder to let things unfold,
crucial for leadership and life's big moments.

What type of pasta is shaped like little ears?

a.  Penne
b.  Orecchiette
c.  Spaghetti
d.  Ravioli

ANSWER: see page 13

https://italianheritagecenter.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Membership-Application-IHC-8_1_2025.pdf
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Judy Kendrick presents a check for
$860 to Harrison Otterbein,

President of the St. Vincent de
Paul Soup Kitchen. These are the

proceeds from the St. Joseph’s
Altar Bake Sale, March 2026

GIVING

Working Granite:
Italian Stonecutters

and Their Union

THURSDAY, JUNE 25

Working Granite highlights the community of Italian
immigrants who came to Hallowell, Maine, in the late 1800s
to work in the booming granite industry.

LAST DAY TO BUY TICKETS: Tuesday, June 9, 2026
But don’t wait, seating is limited!

This is a Private Gallery
Event for Italian Heritage
members and their
guests.

More details to follow

Or use this link:
https://forms.gle/sQPXWc6GaW8xJNir6

Want to buy with cash/check?
Download form here

Come on ... 

get out & shake a leg!

https://forms.gle/sQPXWc6GaW8xJNir6
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11LNdOkRvZ-YXInsJgA1Yd02qQQXpsjuV/view?usp=sharing
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BY-LAWS COMMITTEE 

Members of the Committee:

Meeting in the Da Vinci Room, June 19
Carlene Aceto, Ed Angelo, Sam Rinaldi - Chair,
Annette Hoglund, Betsy Nilsen

The By-Laws Committee has met several times and has been working on bringing
two recent copies in agreement, verifying amendment dates and votes,  and
correcting grammar, spelling and gender references. This newer “baseline” copy will
be the working copy from which suggestions for change or clarity will be made. 

LAST DAY TO BUY TICKETS: Tuesday, July 14, 2026



SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
Judy Ann Ferrante, Chair    207-671-9412

CHARITY COMMITTEE
Katie Guzman, Chair     207-400-4794
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The scholarships are $1500. The Germani Family Scholarship in honor of their Father,
Louis Germani, a Founding IHC Member and Past President. The Diane DiPaolo
Morency Scholarship is in memory of her sister Debbie DiPaolo Sweet.

The flagpole area in the parking lot is under construction. We have been working on it for the last
two weeks. The graffiti on the flag poles has been sprayed. We have weeded and moved some
plants around, and we’re in the process of adding more. We welcome any plants that people
would like to get rid of. We are hoping to finish on June 7. We will be in the parking lot at 9 amÑ.

Members and friends that have been to either Show Me The Money or Saturday night
entertainment know that we have a whole new section of snacks.  Please if there’s anything
special that you would like feel free to let us know. We will do our best to get them.

Thanks,
Katie

IHC Scholarship Fundraiser
6 pm, Saturday, September 26

This band is a New England-based,  9-piece
tribute show band that has been paying

homage to the original Blues Brothers
since 1996.

Scholarship Night is Thursday, July 16, 6:30 pm. This is an opportunity to celebrate the
recipients and hear their essays.

SEE NEXT PAGE FOR MORE DETAILS
AND SEVERAL WAYS TO BUY TICKETS

Charity is going strong, we are keeping the bottle drive open
for Portland T-ball for the rest of the summer, but we are
doing it a new way. You can contact me and I will give you
clink bags and stickers. You can bring them back to the
Center or you can drop them into the Clink drop off yourself. I
have been asked by members to give them stickers and this
seems to be working out really well.

This event will support education for our
members’ families.
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HEALTH & WELFARE
Carlene Aceto, 207-405-7156         otecac@gmail.com

*donated to Membership
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NEW MEMBERS

Pleases be in touch if you know of anyone I should send a card to. Those
cards might be Get Well • Thinking of You • Sympathy • Mass cards, etc. 
Thank you - Carlene

QUORUM WINNER

Jay Scala NEW MEMBER
BASKET

Lynne Rinaldi

CHECK YOUR
PASSWORD

Might be time for a
change?

Check your password What Makes a Good Password?

At least 12 characters long (ideally 16 characters or more)
A combination of letters (uppercase and lowercase), numbers, and
characters
No personal information like your birthday or address
No consecutive letters or numbers (i.e. ABCD, 1234, etc.)
No references to any online social media data like pet names or kids
Different passwords for different accounts

NEW MEMBER
BASKET

Steve St. Hilaire
(and wife LuLu)

50/50 WINNER

Jean Russo*

Elizabeth Griffin, Bill
Lucatuorto, President,
Joann Brady

https://www.security.org/how-secure-is-my-password/
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IHC MONTHLY MEMBER CALENDAR can be viewed by clicking on this link. You may
then view separate months by clicking on the tab for a specific month.

ANSWER to Trivia Question on  page 6 =  b. Orecchiette

PLEASE
NOTE

Orecchiette ("little ears") is a traditional ear-shaped pasta from the Puglia region of Italy, made from
durum wheat flour and water, without eggs. Its unique cup shape is perfect for scooping up sauces,
commonly served with ingredients like sausage, broccoli rabe, tomatoes, and cheese, though it also
pairs well with creamy sauces or seafood. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19P3bmJw3CTkcK0vYwwEaJbzaD0jjW9MHzjJLp5kqJnk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19P3bmJw3CTkcK0vYwwEaJbzaD0jjW9MHzjJLp5kqJnk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19P3bmJw3CTkcK0vYwwEaJbzaD0jjW9MHzjJLp5kqJnk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19P3bmJw3CTkcK0vYwwEaJbzaD0jjW9MHzjJLp5kqJnk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19P3bmJw3CTkcK0vYwwEaJbzaD0jjW9MHzjJLp5kqJnk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19P3bmJw3CTkcK0vYwwEaJbzaD0jjW9MHzjJLp5kqJnk/edit?usp=sharing


ANNOUNCEMENTS/REMINDERS

MEMBER PAGE - ihc wEBSITE

Page 14 of 14

Want your business listed in the newsletter & on the IHC website as a sponsor of the Italian
Heritage Center? Just send in payment ($180/yr) along with other details BEFORE JULY 1st 2026.
Download THIS FORM.

SPONSORS

PLEASE NOTE:  If you want your name (or a family member’s name) to appear here, please send in
$10 per name. You can contact Bob Lax, robertlax@aol.com. Please make the check out to Italian
Heritage Center and clearly print the name of the person in the "For/Memo" section.

SEND YOUR PHOTOS

SHARE those great photos you took at a recent event. Email  high quality images to Connie
DiBiase at  cdibiaseihc@gmail.com 

If you are not getting your emails from us, check your junk/spam folder.
Please remember to put your membership number on all your correspondence.
Due to the State of Maine Rule & Regulations for private clubs, the Cantina Door MUST always be locked.
All guests MUST be signed in by a member and leave when the member leaves.

Thank you to our newest sponsor,
Bob Magazu!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hGZU7jSl_hUUEg96t6L-D0sH6jmgXOIi/view?usp=sharing
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	Katie Guzman, Chair     207-400-4794
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	Members and friends that have been to either Show Me The Money or Saturday night entertainment know that we have a whole new section of snacks.  Please if there’s anything special that you would like feel free to let us know. We will do our best to get them.
	Thanks, Katie
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